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CENTRAL NEPAL

Abstract

In this volume, we report the whole account of our CENTRAL NEPAL HIMA-
LAYA GEOLOGICAL AND GLACIOLOGICAL EXPEDITION, which had covered
the mid-land area of Nepal from Siwalik to the southern part of Dhaulagiri
Himal during the post monsoon season of 1965.

The members of the expedition :

Sumitoshi Saka leader, geologist, Dr. Sc.

Okitsugu Watanabe postgraduate student of geology

Takao Ishida postgraduate student of geology
Terunobu Ichimura postgraduate student of botany
Yasoichi Endo glaciologist

Minoru Masuda undergraduate student of geology
Hiroji Fushimi undergraduate student of geology

Hidehiko Takamatsu medcial doctor

Fumiakira Onoda resident student in Dehli University

Isao Yoneta radiographer

We intended to organize a lightly equipped expedition to save the financial
load from the beginning of the plan. For this purpose, daily meals required
in Nepal were obtained on the spots during all travels. Furthermore, in demand
of geological survey, the expediton party was devided into three groups, which
traveled from village to village as migratory birds separately. Each groups
were so small and lightly equipped that our field works went on quite smoothly,
and we enjoyed a good freedom of the travel in spite of difficulties for getting
foods. After all, such the way brought us a good effect to save the expenses.
It costs less than 286,200 yen for one person. Total equipments of the party
weighed only 600 Kg when we left Japan.

Our main subject was to make clear the natural history of the Himalayan

range which had originated in the old Tethys Sea. @ The Reconnaissance Party
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of 1955 for Manasulu had brought some geological data back to Japan for the first
time. The Chamlang (1962) and Nal-Kankar (1963) Expedition had added further
informations. Meanwhile, Dr. T. Hagen, who had widely traveled in Nepal from
1950 to 1958, presented his fascinating and challenging theory on the Himalayan
mountain building. All these works accelerated us to go to the Himalaya.

On September 26, 1965, our small caravan consisted of us, three sherpas
and 16 porters started from Butwal near the border of Nepal, where we met
together after a long travel from Japan separately. At Tansing, three day’s
walk from Butwal, we were forced to stay for one week by the biggest festival
in Nepal. Each group took its own course from there separately, A-group (O.
Watanabe, H. Takamatsu, Y. Endo and Pasang Dawa Sherpa) directed to the
Churen Himal, B-group (S. Saks, M. Masuda, F. Onoda and Ksan Norbu Sherpa)
to Dhorpatan via. Balkot and C-group (T. Ishida, T. Ichimura, I. Yoneta and
Tenjing Tang-boche Sherpa) via. Piuthan and Rukmkot to Dhorpatan at the
southern foot of Churen Himal (see folded Map). After about a month, three
groups met again at Dhorpatan with some amount of specimens which were
collected on the way. We stayed there for one or two weeks in order not only
to take a rest but to arrange and check the results of the survey. The routes
we had to take after Dhorpatan were decided on the basis of the analyses of the
data and the members of each group were exchanged and Onoda was shifted
by Fushimi.

On the glaciological survey, we could not have enough time to do any
detailed works on the glacier. The fundamental survey of the glacier, however,
was able to be done fortunatly in spit of the difficult conditions. The winter made
us unable to stay for an enough time around the glacier. All our schedule had
been subjected to change one month later because we had lost about a month on
our departure from Japan by a ship accident. In the same time when A-group
arrived at the Ghustang glacier, the R. A. F. Mountaineering Expedition to
Dhaulagiri had decided to abandon the further attempt to climb up the peak and
was forced to retreat.

On November 11, when it became cold in the high altitude of 3000 m, we
left Dhorpatan to continue our survey. A’-group (Watanabe and Fushimi) and

C’-group (Ishida, Masuda, Yoneta and Pasang Dawa) took part of the survey in
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the southern half of the area in guestion along the routes which was tightly net-

worked. B-group (Saks, Takamatsu, Ichimura, Endo and Tenjing) traversed

the Himalaya up to Tukucha to the north.

It was the beginning of December when we all arrived at Pokhara, the desti-
nation of our travel. Winter was so deep there, where the hight is about 700 m.
above sea level. We flew to Kathmandu where the expedition party was dis-
missed and then each member returned by the different way he preferred.

Contributions and Literatures on our expedition.

Geology : Along our travel routes, geologists mapped in 1:10,000 scale and
collected totally 300 rock specimens. The geological map of this area in 1:
250,000 scale was completed. Further detailed studies still going on at Depart-
ment of Geology and Mineralogy, Hokkaido University.

Glaciology : The morphological map of the Ghustang glacier was made in
1:1000scale.  Glaciological and glacio-geological data were collected as widely
as possible.  Meteorological observations were made through all the travels
These data are studied at the Nagoya University.

Botany : Freshwater algaes were mainly sampled and are now studying in
Department of Botany, Hokkaido University.

Zoology : A large numbers of butterflies, hees and freshwater planarians
collected are studied at the Department of Zoology, Hokkaido University and
the Fuji Women’s College in Sapporo.
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